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Regional

How important are those college rankings?
Soon we will be bombarded by press reports about
the latest U.S. News and World Report college rankings. The media will concentrate on who is up and
who is down in those rankings. All colleges and universities will highlight whatever they think will help
them increase their prestige, while those getting bad
rankings will try to bury them among other, more
positive ones. So, I think it is time to explain the real
value of those and other rankings.
The U.S. News and World Report is a weekly magazine founded in 1933 that has become mostly famous
for publishing annual rankings of colleges. It has been a
digital-only publication since 2010, although the annual
“best colleges” guide can be found in print in bookstores
and newsstands. This magazine has been publishing
their rankings since the 1980s. Since 2014 it entered
into the business of ranking postsecondary institutions
outside the U.S., an area already dealt with by other
publications.
These rankings have become so popular that many
other publications such as Washington Monthly and
a bunch more have joined the fray of ranking higher education institutions for both general and/or
special areas. There have even been moves to create
non-commercial, alternate sources of information for
prospective students and their families using data
from institutions such as the National Association
of Independent Colleges and Universities and the
Council of Independent Colleges.
To really understand how those rankings work we
need to consider two things: how data is collected and
what it is being measured.
Colleges and universities voluntarily submit their
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data after receiving an annual survey. That is where
the problems start. To begin with there have been
instances in which some colleges and universities have
submitted false data just to improve their rankings. In
addition to that, and despite its fame and propaganda
value, since the 1990s several institutions have boycotted U.S. News and World Report ranking efforts by
refusing to submit data. And that is not because those
institutions fear looking bad. Among the institutions
boycotting this process are both prestigious liberal arts
colleges as well as prominent research institutions,
such as Stanford University. What they say is that
those rankings are misleading.
The rankings are also based upon opinion surveys
of university faculty members and administrators
who do not belong to the schools being ranked. There
has also been a move among many institutions not to
participate in this “reputation survey” which weighs
25 percent in the rankings because they are seen as
“beauty contests” and highly subjective.
Although the editors of this magazine have forcefully defended their methodology and results, the question is, how accurate – and useful – are these rankings
for prospective students and their families?
First, we all know that the choice of college is a very
personal one that does not necessarily relate to the
quality of the education being offered. Factors such as
cost, name recognition, size, location and the like play

a major role in those decisions and they have very little to do with those rankings. That is why many high
school counselors I have spoken to rarely use these
rankings to advise students where to go for college.
They understand that a lot of personal factors are the
ones that will determine what will be the best fit to a
particular student.
Another fundamental problem with those rankings
is that they create the illusion that they are a fair measure of educational quality. In fact, colleges and universities struggle themselves in measuring the quality
of instruction they provide. Web sites of postsecondary institutions are filled with news regarding major
(or minor) athletic triumphs, scholarly achievements
by the faculty, fundraising successes and construction
of new facilities. But they provide little if any hard-data information of how they are doing from a pedagogical viewpoint.
Another issue is that one way to move up in those
ranking is by just spending more money in areas that
have little to do with the academic activities of the
institution, such as improving athletic facilities or
offering more athletic scholarships. In other words,
you can “buy” your way up into the rankings without
effectively improving the quality of education being
provided.
Other figures used to rank these institutions, such
as the size of endowments or faculty research productivity, are also mostly irrelevant to the quality of
instruction, being, therefore, overestimations of their
real pedagogical value. Although these rankings measure reputation and average SAT scores of entering
students, which says little about the quality of instruc-

tion or how much students will learn when compared
with other schools. Also, we are seeing more and more
public institutions being measured by factors important to politicians, such as enrollment and graduation
rates, which can be very sensitive to factors beyond
the control of those institutions, such as demographics
and the local or regional economy.
When it comes to the federal agencies there seems to
be an overemphasis on factors such as scholarly productivity, mostly because the major funders of those
activities are themselves federal agencies.
So why, despite all these shortcomings, is there so
much notoriety for these rankings? Many university
presidents will say publicly that they believe in them
in part due to pressure from trustees, alumni and
faculty members. Some boards of trustees even offer
bonuses to presidents if they increase the institution’s
rankings. It seems that for many of them to go with the
flow is easier than to try to educate their constituencies about the realities detailed in this article.
The fundamental question is how well these institutions of higher education will prepare students to
be successful as a person and as professionals after
college. To that end, students and their parents should
ask those potential college destinations questions
along those lines and the answers they will receive
should be a good indication whether or not those
institutions know what they are doing beyond publicity stuns.
Dr. Aldemaro Romero Jr. is a writer and college professor
with leadership experience in higher education. He can be
contacted through his website at: http://www.aromerojr.net

RAIN
It's official
The official plaque identifying the Glen Carbon Heritage
Museum building as being
on the National Register of
Historic Places was recently installed on the east side
of the entrance door. This
plaque complements the
Corner Stone, on the west
side of the door, placed
when the building was built
over 100 years ago. This
beautiful building has served
the citizens of Glen Carbon
since its erection in 1914.
Visitors are invited to view
this historic plaque and visit
the museum with its eclectic
collection of artifacts. The
museum is open Tuesday,
Thursday and Saturday from
9am to 3pm during the summer months until the end of
August. September through
April hours are 9 am to 2 pm.
For the Intelligencer.

Professor takes orphanage to heart
DECATUR, Ill. (AP) — The first day Pixie
Fennessey arrived at a Kenya slum where heaps
of garbage filled the neighborhood, she didn't
expect a return trip to be in her future.
"I thought, 'I can't do this; this will be the one
and only time,'" she said.
Now 10 years and 20 visits later, the trek half
way across the world has become an integral part
of her life.
May marked a decade of work that the 58-yearold has done with children at the By Grace
Disabled and Orphans Centre in Kayole, Kenya,
one of more than 60 slums surrounding Nairobi.
Fennessey, a professor at Richland Community
College and Millikin University, first became
involved when an adviser at Richland organized
a mission trip to the orphanage in 2005 for volunteer opportunities and to raise HIV and AIDS
awareness through an Illinois Department of
Public Health grant.
The center houses about 250 children whose
parents have died from AIDS or are too sick to
take care of them. Though the local government
places children at the center, By Grace is considered a community orphanage and solely relies on
donor funds.
Kayole is the second-largest slum in Kenya,

with many homes absent of running water or
electricity and unemployment rates consistently
above 50 percent.
During her first visit, the children had very
little food and would venture out into the community hauling buckets to collect water.
Fennessey began raising money for the center's
needs and teaching a variety of classes to the children including creative arts, physical education
and life skills.
"I started falling in love with the kids, and
there's so much need there, I just couldn't ignore
it," she said. "I feel like for whatever reason, this
is what I'm supposed to do."
For several years, she was vice president of the
Bright Future Foundation, which sent funds to By
Grace on a monthly basis and ran a sponsorship
program for the children up until about a year
ago.
After a nine-month stay in Kayole in 2009 and
seeing the need to give support to the center on
a weekly basis, Fennessey co-founded the Stand
Up for Grace nonprofit organization about five
years ago and serves as president.
Within two years of establishing the organization, donations tripled from $7,000 to
$21,000.

Since May 2014, in addition to delivering funds
for food, water and clothing, the organization
began paying for the center's rent, electricity,
medical expenses and educational needs. Stand
Up for Grace also absorbed the sponsorship program, which has expanded to support about 55
of the children. In its fifth year, donations have
increased to about $91,000.
Fennessey said though there is still much work
to be done, conditions have drastically improved
for the children. They receive at least two meals a
day, and water trucks arrive weekly to fill storage
tanks on the roof.
"At one time, they were lucky to get bread and
tea," she said. "Now, nobody is malnourished
anymore, and they have clean water to drink; it
has been slow and gradual, but it is a tremendous
difference."
Their meals usually consist of beans and maize
or cabbage and ugali, which Fennessey described
as a sort of "cornmeal mush." Because of its
expense, meat is rarely on the menu, with an
exception for special occasions such as Christmas.
Shortly after arriving at the center, she routinely makes a supply run for the children, buying
items ranging from fruit and multivitamins to
sanitary pads.

Continued from Page 1
The YMCA has had to use their
rain plan several times during the
summer camp they hold for children. “We have a rain schedule for
the camp, said Lauren Szakielo,
Marketing and Communication
Director. “We have a plan in place.
The campers go to an activity inside
the building.”
Normally, Szakielo said, the summer camp has several outside activities. “They’re outside quite a bit, and
it’s been a little difficult.” The camp
is held at the Meyer Center. “Having
it here gives us opportunities for
inside activities,” Szakielo said. “We
utilize the skate center, gym and tennis courts. We have plenty of space
for the kids to have fun.”
Some outdoor classes, such as
archery and hiking, did have to be
cancelled, Szakielo said.
One type of business affected has
been lawn care and mowing services. “This is just a side job that I
do,” said Andy Wasser with Andy’s
Lawn Service in Edwardsville. “If
I was full-time, I’d have problems.
Everyone would with it raining 49
out of 63 days.”
The American Legion has experienced some effects because of the
rain, said Treasurer Sandy Huber,
especially on the golf course. “We’re
definitely down at the golf course,”
she said. “It requires more maintenance, and golfers have to stay on
the cart path to keep damage to a

CRIME
Continued from Page 1
On July 1, Derrick Stringfellow, of
Granite City, was charged with two
counts of aggravated battery after he
allegedly punched two peace officers
in the face.
Tyren Warlick was charged with
aggravated battery after he allegedly
struck someone with a wine bottle,
causing lacerations across their face
on July 4.
And Gregory Powers was charged
with one count of mob action after he
allegedly punched and kicked someone in the head and body.
All these incidents had other circumstances involved and were not
caused by the heat alone. It is just a
belief that increasingly hot temperatures can be one of the factors that
lead to violent crime.

NELSON
Continued from Page 1

Homecoming
Guests at the Maryville
Firemen's Homecoming
walk through the maze of
carnival games and rides
on Friday. The theme for
this year's parades was
"The Best of Music." Funds
raised at the event go to the
Maryville Fire Department.
Photo by Bill Tucker.

“We were excited about the
announcement because in the past
properties named to the list garnered attention that often meant
the properties and their buildings
were saved. Later that same year, we
received word that Lewis and Clark
Community College was considering
the property for an Edwardsville
campus and under the vision and
leadership of Dr. Dale Chapman,
the historic N.O. Nelson Campus of
LCCC is a preservation model worthy of its highest credit.”
Reinhardt also said that a group
of Edwardsville citizens – some from
Leclaire and some from the Historic
Preservation Commission – were
appointed to a committee to examine possible uses of the old factory
buildings when SIUE moved out.
Those folks were in Springfield on
that day in 1999 as well.
Now, the N.O. Nelson Campus sits
as an example of what can happen

minimum,” she said. She added that
despite the rain, play is up in general
over last year.
“We’ve learned we have a leaky
roof, which has become an issue,”
Huber added.
“The rain has affected the lounge
too,” Huber added. “We have less
business in the lounge. People like to
get out on the patio, and they haven’t
been able to do that.”
Fred Schulte with Edwardsville
Frozen Foods said that the weather
always affects his business. “When
the sun is out we get busy; when it
rains, we’re slow,” Schulte said. “The
rain kills grilling. When you get an
all-day rain, there’s not much going
on here.”
Schulte isn’t too worried, he said.
“We’re just riding it out. It’ll change.”
Across the street from Edwardsville
Frozen Food at Recess Brewing,
Matt Flach said the rain had not
had a huge effect on business. “But
it helped us find all the leaks in our
roof,” he said.
The brewery has windows across
the front. “We can’t have the windows open, which people really like,” Flach said. “It’s definitely down compared to it being 85
degrees and sunny,” Flach said.
Flach just finished brewing a new
beer with the ‘Ales for ALS’ program.
His is the first Illinois brewery to participate in the program, in which the
brewery receives the hops for free if
it agrees to give $1 for each beer sold
for ALS research. “The beer will be
ready at the end of July,” Flach said,
“and hopefully by then, the rain will
stop and we can open the windows
and enjoy it.”
But it’s not just violent crime that
increases. Burglaries increase as well.
According to an article by the
medicaldaily.com, they claim in a
2014 report from the Department of
Justice, that burglaries are “10.5 percent more common in the summer
than the winter.”
The report also showed “rates of
household property victimization,
household larceny, and serious violent crimes such as rape and aggravated assault were also significantly
higher in summer months.”
So why the sudden increase
in violence? It’s exactly what
Chief Carpenter’s theory stated.
Medicaldaily.com also agreed saying “a study from the University
of North Carolina suggests a rather
strange theory that may just be true.
According to the researchers, the
heat of the summer ‘leads to great
discomfort, which in turn gives rise
to more aggressive behavior.’”
when future visions are applied to
historic structures.
Director of the Springfield office of
Landmarks Illinois Frank Butterfield
believes that to be true.
“The Nelson campus demonstrates how historic buildings can
be repurposed to meet modern
needs, in this case conversion of
a factory to educational facilities,”
Butterfield said in a press release.
“It is an excellent example of how
preservation projects can fill a local
need, put people to work, promote
great places to visit and maintain
vibrant neighborhoods. I hope others see this transformative impact
of historic preservation and join us
in saving historic places in their
communities.”
Reinhardt said the Nelson factory was part of the Leclaire Village,
which featured some 400 homes as
well as Leclaire Park and Leclaire
Ball Field.
Leclaire was annexed into the city
of Edwardsville in 1934.
For more information on the N.O.
Nelson campus, visit http://lc.edu/
Edwardsville-history or www.2020.
landmarksil.org/1999/nelson-factory.

